
 

 

 

 

 

 

GREEN WAVE STEEL BANDS 

Instructor: John Willmarth 
Email: jwillmarth@dorchester2.k12.sc.us 

Office Hours: Weekdays at 10am-11am and 2pm-3pm  

Assignments for the week(s) of ___April 1, 2020- April 30, 2020________________ 

Required Work (students with online capabilities): 

 Complete the Breezin’ Thru Theory online curriculum – Chapter 5: Rhythm, 
Intermediate-Advanced: due April 10 

 Complete the Breezin’ Thru Theory online curriculum – Chapter 6: The Major Scale: 
due April 30 

 Hand Technique for Steelpan (see handout) – pick 1 exercise per day from each area 
(roll, stick control, and double stop) and play along with the music of your choice. If 
you don’t have sticks or mallets, you can play with your hands on a flat surface or on 
your thighs. 

 

Required Work (students without online capabilities): 

 Complete 4 journal entries. Choose from the given response questions. Each entry 
should be at least 100 words: due April 10. 

 Complete 4 journal entries. Choose from the given response questions. Each entry 
should be at least 100 words: due April 30. 

 

Supplementary Activities: 

  DD2 Steel Bands Youtube page: videos include past performances as well as 
professional performances and historical documentaries  

  Pan Magazine: Steelpan News and Culture (http://pan-mag.com/). Browse various 
articles relating to the steel pan movement. 

 National Society of Steel Band Educators website (www.weteachpan.org). Under the 
‘Steel Band Articles’ menu, browse through various editions of ‘The Steel Times.’  

  Green Wave Steel Band Class Webpage (https://www.ddtwo.org/Page/7221): see 

student resources for a variety of supplementary content. 

 

http://pan-mag.com/
http://www.weteachpan.org/
https://www.ddtwo.org/Page/7221


GREEN WAVE STEEL BAND JOURNAL ENTRIES 

Please keep a journal of your musical experiences. Choose from the following prompts. Each 

entry should be at least 100 words. 

1. What did you listen to today? Why do you think you were drawn to this music? Make a 

connection between what you conceive the composer’s thought process was to something 

we have discussed in class? 

 

2. What ambient sounds do you hear in your house/daily life? Does this atmosphere count 

as music?  What do you consider to be music? 

 

3. If you could express anything about how you feel during this time of social isolation, 

what would you say? How might you express this musically? 

 

4. If you are able to practice your instrument/play any instrument, what did you play and 

how did you practice?  

 

5. If you have access to an instrument, experiment with keeping a disciplined practice 

schedule (I am going to play drumset each day). What kind of growth do you notice? 

 

6. If you could compose a piece of music, what kind of piece does the world need right 

now? Describe your composition. 

 

7. Watch a movie and listen specifically to the soundtrack. How did the music enhance the 

movie? 

 

8. Find two performances of the same song—one good and one not so good. How are they 

similar? What makes one better than the other? 

 

9. Find a concert recording of a steel band and write a critique. Is it a professional group? 

What do you like about the performance? What would you do differently if it was your 

band? 

 

10. Listen to compositions from four different musical genres (classical, jazz, world, pop, 

etc.). Choose your two favorite and write a comparative paragraph. 

 

11. View a video from the DD2 Steel Bands YouTube channel. What video did you choose 

and why did you choose it? Describe the video content. What did you learn? 

 

12. Choose an article from Pan Magazine (http://pan-mag.com/) or Steel Times 

(www.weteachpan.org). Describe the content of the article and how it relates to your 

musical experiences. What did you learn? 

http://pan-mag.com/
http://www.weteachpan.org/

